Pancreatitis in northern Newfoundland and Labrador: a 20-year review of the Grenfell Regional Health Services experience.
A retrospective review of the Grenfell Regional Health Services experience with pancreatitis over a 20-year period (1968-1987) has been presented. The small number of cases in this series precludes meaningful statistical analysis, however, in general, one can state that native peoples are represented in this study in roughly the same proportion as they are represented in the population served. We have demonstrated that pancreatitis in its chronic form does occur in the Inuit of Northern Labrador. Given the prominent role that alcohol abuse plays in the social and behavioral ills of Labrador's native peoples as reflected in the high incidence of family violence, accidental deaths, and suicides, one might anticipate a disproportionately high incidence of pancreatitis and its chronic sequelae among the Inuit. The answer to this seeming paradox may be found through future study of the nature of the alcohol consumed, its pattern of consumption or of genetically-determined differences in the metabolism of alcohol and its toxic effects within the body, of differences in the composition of pancreatic secretions, or of environmental and dietary factors.